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Garden Whisper 

Board Meeting will be on  
August 25, 2021 @ 10:00 am. 

         Florence Gardens Mobile Home Association 

 

 Manager    Yasmin Rodriguez 

     yrodriguez@hoamco.com 

 Admin. Assistant            Kathy Dunkel 

     kdunkel@hoamco.com 

 Admin. Assistant            Lindsea McKinley 

     lmckinley@hoamco.com 

  

           Office Number  520-868-4770 

 Fax Number   520-253-3034 

Board of Directors 

President     Sharon Lee       208-841-0544 

sharon.l@fgmha.org 

Vice President Nick Treinen           208-941-6035 

njtreinen@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Bill Rimmer       360-708-3117 

bill.r@fgmha.org 

Secretary  Chris Vannice      509-429-4756      
chris.v@fgmha.org 

Director  Ann Schlicht       608-606-4094  

ann.s@fgmha.org 

Director    Cherylle Arends      402-843-6550  

cherylle.a@fgmha.org 

Director    Claudia Keller       316-250-1267 

claudia.k@fgmha.org 

Florence Gardens Mobile Home       

Association 

3830 N. Florence Blvd. 

Florence, AZ 85132-8346 

Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 am—4:00 pm 

Main Office:   

  520-868-4770 
 

 Fax: 
 

520-253-3034 

 
 

Deadline for submitting            
Newsletter items is          

August 23rd 
 

Anything turned in after 
that will be included in the 

next month’s newsletter. 
 

Please submit articles directly to 
the                 

Office by flash drive 
 or by email to 

info@fgmha.org 
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President’s Letter, August 2021 Garden Talk 

Dear Members, 

Happy August!  The topics of my monthly letter to the membership is on the role of the FGMHA Board of 

Directors, and civility in written and verbal communication regardless of the forum.  I’m going to begin 

with the Mission Statement of the Florence Gardens Mobile Home Association that, along with the 

Governing Documents of the organization including CC&Rs, Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws, and Rules 

and Regulations, drives the actions of the Board. 

FGMHA MISSION STATEMENT: To provide a financially sound senior community; to create a sense of 

community among owners; to enforce restrictions, rules and regulations; to protect and maintain 

association property; and to enhance owners’ property values. 

The FGMHA Board is elected by the members of our homeowner’s association to conduct the business of 

the association.  Elections are held annually with directors elected to one, two, or three-year terms.  

Newly elected officers assume their role as a board member at the association’s annual meeting, held in 

February of each year.  The Board meets twice a month from October through April of each year and 

monthly from June through September to conduct business and make decisions on behalf of the 

membership.  Board meetings are open to members, and members are given an opportunity to voice 

their opinions about topics on the agenda after discussion by board members, and to bring any other 

items of interest or concern to the attention of the board during the open comments period section of the 

meeting.  Each member is given two-minutes to present.  Only board members are allowed to vote at 

these meetings.  The Board of Directors has fiduciary responsibility to comply with the FGMHA governing 

documents and all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations.  Board members are 

volunteers who give generously of their time to ensure that the FGMHA is run efficiently, and that all 

decisions made are for the good of the association.  Board member decisions relate to ensuring 

compliance with governing documents and governmental statutes; and operations and decisions related 

to the common areas of the association; and organizational policies.  Changes in the governing documents 

including CC&Rs, Bylaws, and Rules and Regulations, Section A, and expenditures over $15,000 for new 

capital equipment or improvements must be voted on by the membership. This does not include items in 

the Reserve Account that have been budgeting for periodic replacement as deemed necessary by the 

board. Changes to the Rules and Regulations, Section B are discussed and voted on by the Board of the 

Directors with input from the members at open Board Meetings.  Minutes of all Board Meetings are open 

to review by members.  The Board can make decisions related to staffing, legal matters and matters 

involving individual homeowners such as appeals ore collections are made in Board Executive Meetings, 

and the minutes are confidential.  At the June Board Meeting, the board voted to extend the pool hours 

to 11:00 PM, year-round, based on member input.  This is an example of a decision that the board has the 

authority to make and implement relative to Section B of our Rules and Regulations.  Recently, some 

members were upset because we came into compliance with the AZ State Statute regarding pool lighting 

by installing a timer on the lights to go on at dark and off at 11:00 PM.  They expressed anger that 

members didn’t have a vote on it, nor did they approve the money spent to bring us into compliance.  

This type of decision is within the authority of the board, not the general membership, as it involved 

compliance with applicable laws and the expense was less than the $15,000 limit.  The Board made the 

decision to protect the association by ensuring compliance with the AZ statute relative to pool lighting, 
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By the time you read this letter, the lighting will have been adjusted to eliminate glare.  Not every FGMHA 

member is going to agree with the decisions that we make, but I assure you that you have a board that is 

100% committed to FGMHA.  There is not one single board member that has a personal agenda, rather 

we are all committed to protecting our association, it’s members and our property values.  As we discuss 

issues, your board doesn’t always agree, and we have healthy debates that are intended to ensure that 

we make the right decision.  We encourage you to attend our open board meetings so that you are 

attuned to what is happening within the association, and to provide input into the decisions that we 

make in an open and constructive manner. 

This brings me to my next topic which is CIVILITY.  This is a topic that I’d rather not have to address, but 

unfortunately, it’s necessary.  As a nation, we seem to have lost civility in the last few years, and it seems 

that individuals are not treating one another with dignity and respect.  Whether that is due to politics, 

COVID, social media, or something else, I have no idea.  However, we’re having a problem with civility 

within our association.  This is observed at board meetings when individuals speak angrily to the board 

rather than presenting their observations, or case in a logical and civil manner.  At times, hateful, and 

vulgar voice mails are left for our staff.  When this happens, I will give you a personal call to discuss the 

matter with you.  It is also observed when members take to social media platforms such as Florence 

Nextdoor.  Recently, one of our members, upset by the pool lighting posted her anger on Florence 

Nextdoor, and several other members piled onto that conversation without knowing the full story.  

Untruths were expressed about your board with opinions expressed saying we’re “too big for our 

britches” and that “it’s time to recall the board”—of course, that is your right, but we hope it’s over 

something that we did that was not in the best interest of the association and its members or because we 

weren’t doing our jobs.  Some of the comments on Florence Nextdoor bordered on defamation of 

character, and while you have the right to free speech, we have the right to defend our reputations, using 

legal means if necessary.  Please remember that we, too, are members of the FGMHA community.  We 

own homes here, and the most of us are full-time residents even though we may be away for a period-of- 

time in the summer.  Every single board member is a nice, reasonable person, and we deserve to be 

treated with civility and with respect, regardless of the issue.  We know that you may not always agree 

with the decisions that we make.  We will listen to you, but we will not be bullied into making a decision 

that is not in the best interest of the association.  When you are not in agreement with a decision we’ve 

made, please come to the board meeting and present your case in a logical and civil manner. Please leave 

your anger at home!  If you speak or act in an uncivil manner, you will be asked to sit down, and you will 

not be heard until you speak to the board and the members in attendance with civility.  You’re always 

free to make an appointment with Yasmin, our manager, to discuss any issue in a civil manner.  I assure 

you that she will bring the matter to the attention of the board.  Remember, your board members are 

volunteers, who give generously of their time, and at our age that’s quite a gift, to ensure that our 

community is the best that it can be.  None of us volunteered to serve on the board to be abused by our 

fellow members.  If you’d like to take on the role of a board member to work for the good of the 

community, rather than for a personal agenda, we encourage you to declare your interest in running for 

the board by filling out the application for a board position and turning it into the office where it will be 

held for review by the nominating committee of the board.  If you’re not ready for that type of position, 

and you’d like to volunteer your time, we always have openings on our committees including Documents 

Committee, Welcoming Committee, Strategic Planning Committee and others.  A list of committees is 

posted in the clubhouse.   
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WELCOMING COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Judy Parsons, Committee Chair 

e-mail:  judydennisp@gmail.com 

 

Only three of our members actually live here year round.  We added two new members the end of 
May and have one more on the board’s agenda for July 28.  Depending on local committee 
member’s schedules, there is a pretty good chance we will be able to start calling newish residents 
for appointments in August. 

Thank you all new residents from the past 18 months plus for your patience.  Some of you have 
called or emailed me about being ready for the Welcoming Committee visit when we are ready and 
have committee members.  I thank you for that information. 

During the season from November to April, we typically meet twice a month, starting with the 3rd 
Friday in October and ending with the 1st Friday in May.  

As always, stay happy, healthy and safe throughout this summer. We are looking forward to a 
much more active normal 2021-2022 season. 

DOCUMENTS COMMITTEE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR ADDITIONAL MEMBERS 

 

The Documents Committee normally meets on Thursdays from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.   

A Summer Schedule has been used with one or two meetings per month on a Wednesday.  August’s meet-

ing is Wednesday, August 11 at 9 a.m. in the clubhouse conference room.   The agenda will be posted the 

first part of August on the bulletin board in the office lobby and the Annex. 

 
Current members are:  Walt Blum, Mary Ann Keaveney, Bob Larson, Betty Sayne and Judy Parsons, with 

board liaison Chris Vannice. 

 
If you want to learn more about FGMHA, please consider the Documents Committee.  The “Application for 

Committee Membership” form is in the office lobby.  Becoming a member this summer would only commit 

you through February 2022.  The standing committee members (like the Documents Committee) are reap-

pointed every year after the Annual Meeting, and additional members may be added at any time. 

 
Submitted by Judy Parsons, Committee Chair and Secretary —Email:  judydennisp@gmail 

Annual Meeting Committee REMINDER 

 

One of the events for the February 2022 Annual Meeting is a “Member’s Baby Picture” Contest.  

 
This is a reminder, as it was first mentioned in the May Garden Whisper.   If you live somewhere other than here 

in Florence Gardens, please find your own favorite baby picture and stick it with the “stuff” you plan to pack or mail 

to your Florence address.  The committee did not specify age but my idea of a baby is 12 months or younger. 

There may be more than one category in that baby group, so bring a couple different pictures or copies of pictures 

to the FGMHA Office. 

 
Remember – these pictures will not be identified but will be voted on by your fellow members.   Should be a fun 

pre event with finalization at the meeting.    

 
Judy Parsons, Chair, Annual Meeting Committee 2021-2022 

E:mail:  judydennisp@gmail.com   Phone:  520-975-4120 

mailto:judydennisp@gmail.com
mailto:judydennisp@gmail.com
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Glen and Nadine Strand 

August 5th 

55 Year Anniversary 

August 8th --  Jim Baker 

August 14th—David Larson 

August 24th— John Curd 

August 30th—Bill Rimmer 

August 31st—Patti Carr 

Wishing everyone a Happy 

Birthday from Florence Gardens. 

Upcoming Distribution Dates 

Friday August 27th, Friday September 24th, Friday October 

29th, Friday November 19th, and Friday December 17th. 

7:00 AM –Until food is gone.  Safety Protocols in place 

drive through no contact pick-up 
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KEY CARDS 

If you find an access card, please return it to 

the office so we can return the card to its 

rightful owner.  

Thank You, 

Office Staff         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come on out and join us for 

Bunco on Monday’s @ 6:30.  

If you are interested in 

playing please call Mary 

James at 360-790-7971.  

Here’s an easy way to help those in 
need!  Just bring your clean used 
grocery bags to Jan at 3600 N Florence 
Blvd and volunteers will be crocheting 
them into sleeping mats for the 
homeless.   

 

Churches in the Apache Junction area 
will be distributing the mats.  If you 
would like to learn how to make the 
mats yourself, please call Candi at    
480-216-0565. 

Come join us  (men and women) for  

Water Aerobics 

Using Billy Jo’s “Wet and Wonderful” CD. 

M/T/Th/F 

10:00 - 11:-00 AM 

Lap Pool 

Call Nancy Stanton 206-979-7175 

Looking for a place to rent.  We are looking 

for a 2   bedroom/ 1-2 ba,  November 21, 

2020 to March 22, 2021 in Florence.  We will 

consider a single wide unit if available. 

Please contact Art Colley (209) 840-1359 

“Kindness begins with 

understanding we all struggle.” 

~Charles Glassman 
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HAPPY HOUR 

HAPPY HOUR is here for the Summer! 

Yea!  Mondays in the Club House from 

4:00 to 6:00 pm. We are allowed to 

bring snacks to share!  See you there! 

 

Remember:  BYOB rules continue to 

apply. 

 

Contact Claudia Keller for more infor-

mation:  316-250-1267 

Shared Dish 

Come on out every Wednesday between  

4 pm-6 pm in the Club House and bring a 

shared dish to feed 8 –10 people, your own 

plates and utensils.  It’s a great opportunity to 

visit with friends and meet new people.                     

For Questions, contact Linda Rimmer @       

360-421-1146. 

WATER EXERCISE 

using bars and water weights  

M - F 

8:30 a.m. in the summer 

9:00 a.m. in the winter 

In the "Big Pool" 

Please join us! 
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Military Honor Wall 
 
Have you seen the new Veterans Wall? 
 
We are very excited about the 
renovation of the Veterans wall at the 
Clubhouse. 
 
If you have served and we don’t 
already have you up on the wall, 
please bring us your photo and we 
would be more than happy to display 
it. 

NEIGHBORS AVAILABLE  

TO LIFT THINGS 

OR DO WHATEVER 

 

Some returning neighbors might not be aware 
of the unofficial initiative that kicked off a few 
months ago, ‘Neighbors Helping Neighbors’.  If 
any resident needs help lifting or moving 
something, you can call Mike Shevock at 603-
531-3320.   

This is not a service of the HOA.  The 
volunteers are not insured, bonded, trained, 
skilled or compensated.  They are not 
carpenters or handymen; they just lift things.   
This is just a convenient method of getting a 
couple friends to show up at your door to 
provide hands that pick things up and put 
them down.  The initial response has been 
better than expected, and we hope to keep it 
going.  

We’d like to expand the concept of Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors to form an informal 
support group for neighbors who have 
suffered a loss.  Anyone who might be 
interested in participating in such a group is 
invited to call Mike at the number listed 
above. 

Ceramic News              

Hi Ladies, I hope everyone is having a good 

summer minus the heat!  I will be back on 

September the 6th to start new classes 

which are from 9 am to 1 pm. Hope to see 

all my old students plus maybe a few new 

ones.  

We charge $2.00 dollars a class to cover the 

cost of paints. Also when we fire a piece it 

will cost 1/4 of what you paid for it each 

time it is fired. If you have any questions you 

can call me @ 520-424-6064, or email me at 

mary_elizabeth@hotmail.com . I hope you 

all have a good August and I will see you in 

September.     
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Summer will be over before we know it!  Have you thought about what you’d like to do 

this upcoming season?  Florence Gardens is seeking Volunteers, Committee Members, 

and Ambassadors.  We really do have a lot of opportunities to get involved within the 

community. If you are interested in any of these positions, please reach out to the 

Florence Gardens Office at info@fgmha.org or by calling us at 520-868-4770. This is a 

great opportunity to work in a fun environment and meet people along the way. 

Ambassadors 

Committee  

Members 

Volunteers 

COM
E G

ET IN
VOLV

ED!!!
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Board of Directors Meeting Dates  

2021-2022 

August 25 

September 22 

October 13 & 27 

November 10 & 22 

December 8 & 20 

January 12 & 26, 2022 

February 4 & 18, 2022 

Annual Meeting is February 8, 2022 

Coffee and Donuts  

with the Manager 

August 18th @ 9:00 

AM 

Main Topic Of 

Discussion 

“Q & A’s about fgmha & 

fgmha 

activities” 

$1.00 

Architectural Committee 

Meetings Schedule  

2021-2022: 

August 16 

September 20 

October 4, 11, 18, 25 

November 1, 8, 15, 22,29 

December 6, 13, 20, 27 

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 

February 7, 14, 21, 28  

Florence Gardens welcomes Dez Burrito Truck back by 

popular demand.  They will be here August 24th 

between 4 pm and 6:30 pm. In the clubhouse parking lot. 

 

To  order ahead the day of, go to www.fgmha.com and 

select “Events” and click on the link provided for 

ordering ahead. 
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SLOW DOWN 

 

There have been many complaints in regards to 

speeding, not coming to a complete stop at stop 

signs, and not  stopping and looking both ways before 

backing out of driveways.  

The speed limit through-

out the community is 25 

mph.  

Please do not exceed  the 

speed limit, make sure to 

 

 

 

 

We’ve moved the donations boxes for 

the Lion’s Club  of unwanted glasses and 

women’s shelter items that use to be in 

the clubhouse lobby. 

Should you have contributions to make 

you’ll find that the items can be placed 

in the box or bin located in the 

clubhouse on the south side, behind the 

Committee Chairs board near the 

conference room. 

 

DONATIONS  
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Churches In The Area 

Central Community Church of God 

596 W Vah Ki Inn Rd. Coolidge 

Pastor Larry Rice     

Sunday Service  10:00 am    

Wednesday Service  7:00 pm 

Florence First Assembly of God 

South of the “Y”, Florence 868-4221 

Rev. Steve Williams 

Sunday School 9:30 am 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:30 am 

Sunday Evening Worship 6:30 pm 

Calvary Chapel Coolidge  

670 W Pima Ave. Coolidge   520-840-0022 

Pastor  Brad Jensen 

Sunday Service 9:30 am 

Prayer—Sundays @ 9:00 am 

www.calvarycoolidgechurch.com 

Union Baptist Church 

640 E. 1st St. (at Phoenix St.),  

Florence (also PO Box 2865)  868-4772 

Pastor Donald Woolridge, 520-560-9159 

Sunday School 10:30 am 

Sunday Service 11:00 am 

Florence Baptist Church 

30 N. Willow, Florence     868-1728 

Pastor Dale Storm 

Sunday School 9:00 am 

Sunday Morning Worship 10:00 am 

Sunday Evening Worship and Praise 6:00 pm 

Wednesday Prayer and Bible Study 6:00 pm 

www.florencebaptistchurch.com 

First Presbyterian Church 

225 E Butte Ave., Florence 868-5634 

Rev. John Johnson 

Worship Services 9:00 am  

Fellowship time to follow 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

(First Ward)           Office Phone             868-4048 

85 W Van Haren Ave., Florence, AZ 85132 

(1st building just south of the Florence High School 

Bishop:  Joe Coffey              775-443-7413 

First Counselor:  David Cluff            520-518-0609 

Second Counselor:  Ben Cook           480-202-2180  

Sunday Sacrament Meeting                 10:30 am 

Sunday School & Primary Meeting 11:30 am 

Assumption of Mary Catholic Community 

221 E. 8th St., Florence 868-5940 

Rev. Jose Maria Corvera Saturday Mass 5:00 pm 

Sunday Mass 7:30 am and 9:30 am 

(Dec. - Apr.) 7:30 am, 9:30 am, and 11:00 am 

(May - Nov.) 7:30 am and 9:30 am 

Holy Day Mass - check with church for times 

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 

800 W. Vah Ki Inn Rd., Coolidge  

723-3845  The Fr. Philip Stowell 

Sunday School 9:00 am/  Church Services 10:00 am 

Christ Lutheran Church 

615 Vah Ki Inn Rd., Coolidge      723-7428 

Pastor William Carney 

Service at 9:00 am Sunday  

Gila River Chapel Church 

Services in Caliente Clubhouse 

Begin Sunday—November 3rd, 8:45 am 

Spirit of Joy United Methodist Church 

392 W. Roosevelt Ave., Coolidge 602-619-0233 

Rev. Tracy Perry          Sunday Services 9:30 am 

First Southern Baptist Church of Florence 

355 S Main Street, Florence  858-663-4439 

Pastor Justin Warren 

Tuesday: Ladies Bible Study 9:30 am 

Thursday Morning: 9:00-9:30 coffee and donuts Bible Study 

Sunday School 10:15 am 

Sunday: 9 am Traditional Services & 11:15 Contemporary Service 

Multi-Denominational Services 

5 miles south of Florence on Hwy 79 

Ministering:  Richard and Deborah Murphy 

Sunday Services 9:30 am 

Christ the Victor Lutheran Church  

1 mile East of Hunt Highway on Arizona Farms Road  

In the former 84 Lumber Complex. 

Sunday Service  8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. 

Pastor Bruce Lerum  Phone: 520-723-4220 

Email:  christthevictor.net 

Fairhaven Baptist Church 

7886 E. Highway 287, Coolidge 

Pastor Jeff Gatten  723-1837 

Classes for all ages @10:00 am 

Morning Service @ 11:00 am 

Evening Service @ 5:30 pm 

Wednesday Evening Service @ 7:00 pm 
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We have space in our monthly publication for additional AD’s.  If you would like additional 

information to advertise in Florence Gardens, please reach out to the Florence Gardens 

Office at 520-868-4770 or by email at info@fgmha.org   
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AMERICAN LEGION , POST 9  

FLORENCE, AZ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Happy 

Hour 

 4-6 pm. 

3 4 

Share-A-

Dish 4-6 

pm.  

5 6 
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Saturday  

Coffee 7 am 

Announcements 

8 am 

8 9 

Happy 

Hour 

 4-6 pm. 

10 11 

Share-A-Dish 

4-6 pm.  

Documents  

Committee 

Mtg. 9—11 am 

12 13 14 
Saturday  

Coffee 7 am 

Announcements 

8 am 

15 16 

Happy Hour 

 4-6 pm.   

Architectural 

Meeting 9 am 

17 18 Share-A-

Dish 4-6 pm.  

Donuts   
with the  
Manager 
9am 

19 

 

20 21 
Saturday  

Coffee 7 am 

Announcements 

8 am 

22 23Happy 

Hour 4-6 pm. 

Finance               
Committee            
Mtg. 11am 

24  DEZ   

BURRITO   
COMPANY  

4—6:30 PM 

25 Share-A-

Dish 4-6 pm.  

Board Mtg        
10 am 

26 27 28 
Saturday  

Coffee 7 am 

Announcements 

8 am 

 

29 30 

Happy 

Hour 

 4-6 pm. 

31     

2021 


